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About three thoufand years ago, navigation of the world 
for remote voyages was greater than at this day. Bacon. 

2. Proverbially, a great number. 

So fair, and thoufand, thoufand times more fair 
She feem'd, when (he prefented was to fight. Fa. Qu. 

For harbour at a thoufand doors they knock’d. 

Not one of all the thoufand but was lock’d. Dryden. 

Search the herald’s roll. 

Where thou (halt find thy famous pedigree, 

Drawn from the root of fomc old Tufcan tree, 

And thou, a thoufand off, a fool cf long degree. Drydcn. 
'1 hough he regulates himfelf by juflicc, he finds a thoufand 
occafions for generality and companion. Add fort's Sped. 

How many thousands pronounce boldly on the affairs of the 
public's, whom God nor men hever qualified for fuch judg¬ 
ment. llatu. 

Thousandth, adj. [from thoufand.] The hundredth ten 
times told ; the ordinal of a thoufand. 

He that will divide a minute into a thoufand parts, and 
break but a part of a thoufandtb part in the affairs of love, it 
may be faid of him, that Cupid hath clapt him o’ th’ Ihoulder, 
but I’ll warrant him heart whole. Shakefp. As you like it. 
Such is the poet’s lot: what luckier fate 
Does on the works of grave hifforians wait: 

More time they fpend, in greater toils engage, 

Their volumes fvvell beyond the thoufandth page. Drydcn. 
The French hugonots are many thoufand witneffes to the 
contrary ; and I wifli they deferred the thoufandth part of the 
good treatment they have received. Siuift's Mi feel. 

T howl. n. f. A piece of timber by which oars are kept in 
their places when a rowing. AinJ 

Thrall, n.f. [J>pael, Saxon.] 

1. A llave ; one who is in the power of another. 

No thralls like them that inward bondage have. Sidney. 
But iith lhc will the conqucll challenge need, 

Let her accept me as her faithful thrall. Sfenfcr. 

Look gracious on thy proftrate thrall. Sha.kejpeare. 

The two delinquents 

That were the (laves of drink, and thralls of deep. Shak. 

I know I’m one of nature’s little kings; 

Yet to the lead and vilelt things am thrall. Davies. 

That we may fo fuffice his vengeful ire, 

Or do him mightier fcrvice, as his thralls 

By right of war, whate’er his bufinefs be. Milton. 

2. Bondage ; date of flavery or confinement. 

And laid about him, till his nofe. 

From thrall of ring and cord broke loofe. 
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Hudibras, p. i. 

To Thrall, v. a. Spenfer. [from the noun.] Tocnflavc; 
to bring into the power of another. 

Let me be a (lave t’ atchicvc the maid. 

Whole fudden fight hath thrall'd my wounded eye. Shak. 

Statefmcn purge vice with vice, and may corrode 
The bad with bad, a fpidcr with a toad. 

For fo ill thralls not them, but they tame ill. 

And make her do much good againd her will. Donne. 
The author of nature is not thralled to the laws of na- 
tlirc _ Di urnmond. 

Thra'ldom. n.f. [from thrall.] Slavery; fervitude. 

How far am I inferior to thee in the date of the mind ? 
and yet know I that all the heavens cannot bring me to fuch 
thraldom. Sidney, b. i. 

He fworc with fobs. 

That he would labour my delivery. 

—Why, fo he doth, when he delivers you 
From this earth’s thraldom to the joys of heav’n. Shakefp. 
This country, in a great part dcfolatc, groaneth under the 
Turkifh thraldom. _ Sandys. 

He (hall rule, and (he in thraldom live. Drydcn, 

They tell us we are all born (laves ; life and thraldom we 
entered into together, and can never be quit of the one till 
we part with the other. 

Thra'pple. n.f The windpipe of any animal. They dill 
retain it in the Scottifh dialect. 

'Fo Thrash, v. a. pSapycan, Saxon; derfehen, Dutch.] 

1. To beat corn to free it from the chaff. 1 his is written va- 
riouflv ibrafo or threfh, .but thrajlo is agreeable to etymology. 

Firft thrafh the corn, then after burn the draw. Shakcfp. 
Gideon threjhed wheat to hide it. J‘“lg- viii. x I. 

Here be oxen for burnt facrifice, and ibrtjhing indruments 
for wood. ^ Sam. xxiv. 22. 

In the fun your golden grain difplay, 

And thrafh it out, and winnow it by day. Dryden. 

This- is to preferve the ends of the bones from an inca- 
lefcency, which they being hard bodies would contract from 
a fwift motion; fuch as that of running or threflnng. Ray. 

Out of your clover well dried in the fun, after the fird 
threfhing, get what feed you can. Mortimer. 

2. To teat; to drift. ' 

Thou fetirvv valiant afs ! thou art here but to thrajh 1 ro- 
jans, and thou art bought and fold among thole of any wit 

' like a Barbarian Have. Shakcfp. Troil. and Creffda. 


To Thrash, v.n. To labour; to drudge. 

I rather wou’d be Mevius, threjh for rhimes 
Like his, the Icorn and fcandal of the times, 

Than that Philippic!: fatally divine, 

Which is inferib’d the fecond, fl.oulj be mine. 
Thra'sher. n.f. [from thrajh.] One who thrafhes corn 
Our foldiers, like a lazy tbrajker with a flail, 

Fcli gently down, as if they druck their friends. Shakth 
Not barely the plowman’s pains, the reaper’s and tbrtjber 'j 
toil, and the baker’s fwear, is to be counted into the bread 
we eat: the labour of thofe employed about the utenfils mud 
all be charged. ^ 

Thra'shincj-floor. n.f. An area on which corn is beaten 
In vain the hinds the threfhing-floor prepare, 

And excrcile their flails in empty air. Drydcn, 

Delve of convenient depth your threfhing-floor 
With temper'd clay, then fill and face it o’er. Dryden. 
Thr aso'nical. adj. [from Thrafo, a boadcr in old comedy.] 
Boallful; bragging. 

His humour is loft)', his difeourfe peremptory, bis ser.cral 
behaviour vain, ridiculous, aiu[ tbra font cal. Shaiijpum. 

There never was any thing (b fudilen but the fight of two 
rams, and Caffar’s thrafonical brag of, I came, faw, and 
o vercame. Shakefp. As you lid it, 

Thrave. n.f. [Bpap, Saxon.] 

1. A herd; a drove. Out of ufe. 

2. The number of two dozen. 

THREAD, n.f. [)>)tast, Saxon; draed, Dutch.] 
x. A fmall line; a (mail twid. 

Let not Bardolph’s vital thread be cut 
With edge of penny cord and vile reproach. Shakcfpeare. 
Though the (lender thread of dyed filk looked r,n tingle 
feem devoid of rednefs, vet when numbers of thefc threads 
arc brought together, their colour becomes notorious. Boyle. 

He who fat at a table but with a fword hanging over his 
head bv one fingle thi ead or hair, furely had enough to check 
his appetite. South’s Sermons. 

The art of pleafing is the (kill of cutting to a thread , be¬ 
twixt flattery and ill-manners. L'Ejlranie. 

2. Any thing continued in a courfe; uniform tenor. 

The eagernefs and trembling of the fancy doth not always 
regularly follow the (ante even thread of difeourfe, but (trikes 
upon fome other thing that hath relation to it. Burnet. 

The gout being a dileafe of the nervous parts, makes it 
fo hard to cure ; Jifeafes are fo as they are more remote in 
the thread of the motion of the fluids. drlutlmt. 

Thre'adbare. adj. [thread and bare.] 

1. Deprived of the nap; wore to the naked threads. 

Threadbare coat, and cobbled (hoes he ware. Fa. fy. 
The clothier means to drefs the commonwealth, and let a 
new nap upon it: fo he had need ; for ’tis threadbare. Shat. 
Will any freedom here from you be borne, 

Whofe cloaths are threadbare, and whofe cloaks arc tom . 

Dryden s Juvenal. 

He walk’d the flreets, and wore a threadbare cluaic; 

He din’d and fupp’d at charge of other folk. & w! r- 

2 . Worn out; trite. 

A hungry lean-fac’d villain, 

A mere anatomy, a mountebank, , 

A threadbare juggler, and a fortune-teller. Shatejpeare. 
Many writers of moral difeourfes run into (laic t0 P 1 ^. 
threadbare quotations, not handling their lubjeit lul v an 

clofely. • Sr 

If he underftood trade, he would not have mcntionc » 

threadbare and exploded projeit. Child on Tt ’ 

To Thread, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To pafs through with a thread. , r 

The larged crooked needle, with a ligature of t c i 

that I have threaded it with in taking up the fpernwttc 
fels. Sharp s Surgery. 

2, To pafs through ; to pierce through. , , r 

Thus out of l'cafon threading dark-cy d night. L 

Being pred to th’war, 

Ev’n when the nave of the date was touch a, . 
They would not tbreeal the gates. Shakcfp. 

Th re'a den. adj. [from thread.] Made of threa • 

Behold the threaden fails. 

Borne with th’ invifiblc and creeping wind, ^ ^ 

Draw the huge bottoms through the furrow [•* mu£ |, 

To Threap, v. a. A country word denoting to ' g ^ 

Threat'"!/ [from the verb.] Menace; denunciation o 

ill. , . Shahff- 

There is no terror, Caflius, in your thr<a “f . . 

The emperor perceiving that his threats weic pp^arl 
ed, regarded little to threaten any more. 

Do not believe 

Thofe rigid threats of death: ye (hall not die. 

To Threat. )v. a. [{rcatian, Saxon- *** 

To Threaten. J ufed but in poetry.] 
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Though n ° w “ fc ttan th,s *“ mL. 

2 . TO monaoo , to tc„if„ or attempt to by trouncing 

f What tirtM you me with telling III. 

Tell him and fpare no • threaten them that they 

That it fpread no further,! 1 Ads iv. x 8. 

foeak henceforth to no man m this name. 

Ipc^x void profound 

Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 


Pope. 


Dryden. 

Dryden. 
one that 


Threaten the threatener , 
Of bragging horrour. 


pUPPi o . I Milton. 

Tlr ='"”. l ’Sr JTault undaunted did abide, ' 

A 3 S « Uuto, « with friendly 

3 - To menace by action. ^ ^ 

He threaten'd with his long protended fpear. 

The noife increafes as the billows roar. 

When rowling from afar they threat the (here. 

Thr'eateNER. r..f [from threaten.] Menacer, 

thrCa Bc S during as the time; be fire with fire; 

and outface the brow 

Shakcjp. King John. 

The fruit, it gives you life 

To knowledge by the threat'ner ? Mthm s Par. Loft. 

Thre ateningly, adv. [from threaten.] With menace ; in 

3 lh Slf£S3Si thus flames in your fair eyes 

Before 1 fpeak, too threat'mngly replies. Shakcfpeare. 

Threatful .adj. [threat and full.] hull of threats; m.na- 

UUU!> Like as a warlike brigandine applide 

To fv-hu lavs forth her threatful pikes afore, 

The engines which in them fad death do hide, 

Three, adj. [fcpe, Saxon; dry , Dutch; fr/, WeKh and 

Erie; ties, Lat.] Two and one. 

Prove this a profp’rous day, the three -nook d world 
Shall bear the olive freely. Shakefp. Ant. and Cdtojiatra. 

If vou lpcak three words, it will three times report you the 

i&JSS*<**'. „ N-.H 9 - 

Great Atreus Tons, Tydidcs fixt above. 

With three-afd Ncftor. Creech s Mamhus. 

[ove hurL the </;r«-fork’d thunder from above. Addijon. 
'Fhefe three and three with oficr bands wc ty’d. Pope. 
Down to thefc worlds I trod the difmal way. 

And draft'd the fereT-mouTh’d dog to upper day. Pope. 

A (trait needle, fuch as glovers ufe, with a three -*dged 

point, uftful in Jewing up dead bodies. Scarp. 

. 2. Proverbially a lmall number. . „ c , . A 

Away, thou (/^vr-inch’d fool; I am no bead*. S/.akeff>. 

A bafe, proud, (hallow, beggarly, /W-fuited, filthy, 
worded docking knave. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Threefold. 4 - S “ xon - ^ 1 hnce re P catcd ^ 

confiding of three. _ . .. 

A threefold cord is not cafily broken. Eccluf iv. 12. 

' By a threefold]\sf\.\uc the world hath been governed from 
the beginning \ by a judicc natural, by which the parents and 
ciders of families governed their children, in which the obe¬ 
dience was called natural piety: again, by a judice div.ne, 
drawn from the laws of God ; and the obedience was called 
confluence: and ladly, by a judice civil, begotten by both the 
former ;..and ihCj.Qfccdiencc to this wc call duty. Raleigh. 
A threefold otTfusg to his altar bring, 

A bull, a tain, .a'boar. Pope's Odyffey. 

Thre'ei’ENCE. n.f, [three and fence,] A fmall diver coin va¬ 
lued at thrice, a penny. 

A threepence bow’d would hire me. 

Old as I am to queen it. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

L.tyine a caudlck, I made an efcar the compals of a three¬ 
pence, and gave vent to the matter. IVijemms Surgery. 
Threepenny, adj. [triobolaris, Lat.] Vulgar; mean. 
Thre'epile. n.f. [three and pile.] An old name for good 
velvet. , 

I, in my time, wot threepi'f, but am out of fervicc. Shak. 
Threfpx'ledI adj. Set with a thick pile; in another place 


THR 

Threno'dv. »./ A foug of lament**,. 

Thue'sheh. «. f- properly thrajher. _ 

Here too the threfher brandiflung hxs flail, 

Bcfpeaks a made.-. 

1 HRE The careful ploughman doubting dands, 

^o°n" t “ 

under the door ; entrance; gate; dooi. 

Fair marching forth in honourable wile. 

Him at the thrfcld met (he well d.J %”/" • 

Many men, that dumble at the thtejbald. 

Arc well foretold that danger lurks within. Shakcfpeare. 

Not better 

Than dill at hell’s dark threfhold ‘’have.&t watch, 
Unnam’d, undreaded, and thy felf half darv d ? M.lttn., 
Before the darr-y threfhold of Jove s court 
My manfton is, where thole immortal (hapes 

Of bright aereal fpirits live mlpher d . Milieu 

In regions mild, of calm and ferene air. Milton. 

There fought the queen’s apartment, (food before 
The peaceful tin cjhold, and belieg’d the door. Dryden. 

Threw, preterite of throw. , 

A broken rock the force of Pyrrhus threw. 

Full on his ankle fell the pond’rous done, 

Burd the drong nerves, and crafli d the (olid bone. Pope. 

Thrice, adv. [from three.] 

1. Three times. 

Thrice he aflay’d it from his foot to draw-. 

And thrice in vain to draw it did allay. 

It booted nought to think, to rob him of his prey. Spcnjer. 
Thrice within this hour 

I faw him down ; thrice up again and fighting. Shakcjp. 

2. A word of amplification. 

Thrice noble lord, let me entreat of you 

"’ ’ " Tai 


it iicms tu mean piled one on another. 

Thou art good velvet ; thdu’rt a threepird pie 
lief be Engljih kyifcv, as be pil’d a> thou art. 

<T7. . j .‘r ./ V. . • Crirtoo*** i oaVo f 


piece: I had as 

uk. -- — i -- - - - - — t. Shakcfpeare. 

Xhiiipitd liybqrboles; fpruct- affeehtion. Shakefpeare. 
Threesco re, aij. [three and/sre.T Thrice twenty ; fixty. 

Threefcore and ten I can’ remerfiber well. Shakefpeare. 
Their JiyeiyJvefor.e the fioqd were abbreviated after, and 
ccuquctcd uutp hundreds and thrr'rfcores. Brown. 

By chapVpur jong-liv’d fathers earn’d their food; 

Toil lining the nerves, and purify’d the blood : 

But we their Cons, a pamper’d race of men, 

Are dwindl’d down to thro fare years and ten. Dryden , 


To pardon me. Shakefp. Taming of the Shrew. 

Thrice, and four times happy thofe 
That under Ilian walls before their parents dy d. Dryden. 

To Thr id. v. a. [this is corrupted from thread ; in French 
enfilcr.] To Aide through a narrow paffage. _ 

Some ibid the mazy ringlets of her hair. 

Some hang upon the pendents of her ear. rope. 

Thrift, n.f. [from thrive.] ... 

I. Profit; gain; riches gotten; Irate of prolpering. 

He came out with all his clowns, horft upon fuch cart 
jades, and fo furniflied, as I thought with rnyfelt it that 
were thrift, I wi(ht none of my friends or fubjects ever to 

thrive. . . Sidne >> L u ’ 

You fome permit 

To fecond ills with ills, each worfe than other. 

And make them dreaded to the doer’s thrift. Shakefpeare. 

Had I but the means 
To hold a rival place with one of them, 

I have a mind prefages me fuch thrift. 

That I Ihould be fortunate. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

Should the poor be flatter'd ? 

No; let the candied tongue lick abfurd pomp. 

And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee. 

Where thrift may follow fawning. Shakcfp. Hamid. 

2. Parfimony ; (rugality ; good hufbandry. 

The reft unable to ferve any longer, or willing tb fall to 
thrift, prove very good hufbands. Sjinfer on Ireland. 

Out of the prefent (paring and untimely thrift, there grow 
many future inconveniences and continual charge in repairing 
and re-edifying fuch' imperfcdl (light-built vefi'els. Raleigh. 
Thus heaven, though all-fulTicient, (hows a thrift 
In his oeconomv, and bounds his gift, Dryden. 

3. A plant. 

The thrift is a plant with a flower gathered into an almoft 
fplierical head, furnifiied with a common fcaly empalement: 
this head is compofed of feveral clovc-gilliflowcr flowers, 
confiding of feveral leaves in a proper empalement, (haped 
like a funnel; in like manner the pointal rifes out of the 
fame empalement, and afterwards turns to an oblong feed, 
wrapt up in the empalement, as in an hu(k. Miller . 

Thriftily, adv. [from thrifty.] Frugally; parfimonioufly. 
Cromartic after fourfeore went to his country-houfe to live 
thriftily, and Cave up money to fpend at London. Swift. 
Thri'ftiness. n.f. [from thrifty.] Frugality; hulbandry. 

If any other place you have. 

Which a(ks fmall pains but thrifiinefs to fave. Hubberd. 
Some arc cenfurcd for keeping them own, whom tendcr- 
nefs how to get houcftly teacheth to fpend difcreetly ; whereas 
fuch need no great thrifiinefs in preferving their own, who 
affume more liberty in exadting from others. Wotton. 

Thri'ftless. adj. [from thrift.] Profuie ; extravagant. 


* *--7- L -- J J - » 

They in idle pomp and wanton play 
Confumcd had their goods and thriftlefs hours, 
And thrown themlelves into thefe heavy ftowers. 
26 L 
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